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Glossary
Below are a list of words, abbreviations and acronyms commonly used 

within The Students’ Union, especially to do with the Elections, that 

will be of help in understanding the supplied literature. 

• Candidate - Person who is applying, or putting themselves forward for, a 

particular position, i.e. an elected Sabbatical Officer/ SU President. 

• Constitution - A legal, governing document that states an organisation’s 

purpose, who benefits, who are the Trustees and how it is accountable. A 

constitution is a requirement of the Charity Commission, of which Students’ 

Unions are regulated by in accordance with Charity Law in England and 

Wales. This is essentially the rule book which the SU needs to follow. 

• DRO - Deputy Returning Officer (oversees the fair, accurate running of the SU Elections) 

• FX Plus (Falmouth Exeter Plus) – Shared service provider of Falmouth and UECC, 

providing catering facilities, welfare services, halls, accommodation etc. 

• Hustings/Question Time - An event which provides a platform for candidates 

to speak, present themselves and their manifesto and enter in debate. 

Attendees will also have the opportunity to ask the candidates questions.  

• The SU - Falmouth and Exeter Students’ Union. 

• SU Board of Trustees - A mixture of up to 12 individuals, including the Presidents, who 

have the overall legal responsibility for the work of The SU, ensuring it effectively 

and properly run and meetings its overall purposes as set out in its Constitution. 

• SMT - Senior Management Team. This comprises of staff who work for The 

SU. Through the CEO, they have delegated powers and responsibilities from 

the Board of Trustees to carry out the day-to-day management of The SU. 

• Manifesto - A written document that outlines a candidate’s intentions 

and proposed policies and actions, should they be elected to office. 

• MoU - Memorandum of Understanding (outlines how 

two organisations expect to work together). 

• NUS - National Union of Students. 

• President Elect - A person who has been elected to a 

position but has not yet been installed. 

• Sabbs – This is short for Sabbatical Officers, who are full-time, paid 

elected students. (Simply put, Sabbs is another word for Presidents). 
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• Slate - A group of candidates that run in multi-position elections 

on a common platform - this is prohibited in our elections. 

• RO - Returning Officer (an external person, from the NUS, who 

oversees the fair and accurate running of elections). 

• RON – Re-Open Nominations. If a voter believes a candidate is not suitable 

for the position, then they can vote for Re-Open Nominations (R.O.N.). 

• Trustee - An individual who has the legal responsibility under the Constitution 

for controlling the administration and management of The SU. This is done 

collectively with other trustees – the SU has 3 ‘types’: President, Student and Lay.

• UECC - University of Exeter Cornwall Campuses.


