
A Guide to Election Priorities 
and Campaigns



Agenda

• Introductions
• What is your one priority?
• Writing about your priority.
• What is a campaign?
• How to run an effective campaign.



As a Sabbatical Officer, 
what is your one priority?
• 200-word limit- less is more!
• Use clear and concise language.
• What do you want to change or 

improve for student life?
• Ask students about what’s important 

to them and look at HE research
• Is your priority inclusive? Consider the 

needs of marginalised students.
• Could it lead to long lasting change 

for the student experience?



What ideas and skills do you have to 
achieve your priority?

Ideas form your plan of action.
They can be completely original or established ones successful 
elsewhere.

What skills are most relevant to help you achieve your priority?
• Ask the people who know you best about the skills you have.
• List places you have worked, volunteered, studied, travelled, all 

leisure activities, clubs and societies, student representative 
and lived experience. 
• Identify the most relevant skills you have gained from these 

which fit well with your priority.



Using AI as a support 
tool

You can utilise AI such as ChatGPT but 
consider if:

• Authenticity- does it sound like you?
• Accuracy- does it make sense?

SU staff are happy to support. 





Top Tips:
• Organisation is key: put key dates calendars.
• Research priority to see if it is a widely felt issue.
• Answer the questions by getting straight to the point and 

making it easy to understand.
• Let voters know why you’re the best person for the role.
• Use a tagline or slogan. Get creative with puns, alliteration 

and humour to make it memorable. 
• Choose a photo which shows your personality.
• Ask for feedback from friends and SU staff. 
• Submit by midday on 16th February.



Top tips for 
campaigning

• Assemble a team and assign roles 
which utilise their skillsets.
• Together, plan a strategy with 

actions and tactics that will reach 
students from both universities and 
get them to vote for you.
• Ask societies to endorse you. 
• Get creative and call-in favours.
• Most importantly, get out there and 

talk to students! Pop-ups, 
canvassing, shout-outs before 
lectures.



Get creative (within an 
£80 budget).
• T-shirts- print or make your own.
• Badge pins.
• Pop-ups with freebies
• Mascots
• Music videos
• Flash mob on campus to draw 

attention.

*Consider environmental impact, 
sustainability and allergens. 



• Posters 



• Posters 



A Guide to Posters:
• Rules for where to put them up and when to 

remove them.
• Content needs to be in line with University 

and SU code of conduct.
• DO NOT use the university logos.
• Build a brand which students can recognise

as yours- consistent messaging, themes and 
colours.
• Include tagline/slogan and a link to socials.
• Consider inclusivity-easy-to-read font, 

accessible colours, pronouns.
• Words: less is more.



Social media: Trends move fast

• Instagram
• TokTok
• Meme
• Gifs



• https://www.instagram.com/countoncourtsu/
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlvYxHAE3EA

https://www.instagram.com/countoncourtsu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlvYxHAE3EA


Reflection and Evaluation:
Tactical & Emotional
Checking in with yourself and your team after 
each activity helps to reflect and respond with 
necessary changes and improve.

• Rose: What went (or is going) well? 
Celebrate all ideas, activities and 
achievements.

• Thorn: Identify what is not working or holding 
you back from achieving your goal. 

• Bud: Even better if…allow for optimistic 
ideation! This allows for growth, nurture and 
development. 



Taking care of yourself & 
your team.

• Take regular time out from 
campaigning.
• Schedule time for self-care with the 

things you enjoy.
• Make full use of support networks 

including the SU.
• Candidate check-in on Friday 1st 

March. 



Additional Dates
• Day in the life of a Sabb @ Fox Café, 

Falmouth (7 Feb, noon – 1pm)
• Candidate drop ins  @ The SU, 

Penryn (8 Feb, 13:00 – 16:00)
• How to nominate yourself (9 Feb, 

Microsoft Teams, 12:30pm-1pm)





Any questions?
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