
Joint statement on policy protecting student outcomes in 2020-21 

All parties recognise that all academic staff are committed to maintaining high levels of 

academic/teaching standards and students fully appreciate their efforts, recognising that the 

pandemic has brought about as much change for staff as it has for students themselves. The 

campaign for academic mitigation is not in contradiction of this appreciation, but rather is aiming to 

make results this year achievable under the adverse circumstances students face.  

These adverse circumstances can comprise of – but are not limited to – lack of access to 

resources/equipment, as well as more personal circumstances including digital poverty*, inadequate 

working from home conditions, death or illness in their family or support network, or indeed their 

own either physical or mental health. Even outside of these situations, all students are impacted in 

some way by the pandemic, and it is these other factors that are underpreparing students for their 

assessments.  

We feel positive about the progress made so far in the No Disadvantage Guarantee communicated 

to students on 15th January 2021. However, we continue to seek the best possible outcome on 

behalf of the students and additional collaboration is required to finalise these policies. Exeter UCU 

fully support officers, student representatives, and activists from the Guild and the SU in their 

pursuit of a protective academic policy whilst maintaining the value of their degree. All parties ask 

the University to continue to work with both staff and students to ensure any measures taken 

achieve this so that students receive the best outcome possible and that the impact to staff is 

limited.   
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*See UCU position on digital poverty here. 

 

https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/11220/UCU-says-students-must-not-lose-out-due-to-digital-poverty-during-lockdown?list=1676

